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Tux Fifty-eighth Annual Conference 
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter-day Saints convened in the Taber- 
nacle, Salt Lake City, at 10 a.m. on 
April 5, 1888, Apostle ‘Lorenzo Snow 
presiding. 

There were on the stand, of the 
Twelve: Lorenzo Snow, Heber J. 
Grant and John W. Taylor; of the 
Counselors to the Twelve: Daniel H. 
Wells; Patriarch: John Smith; of the 
Presiding Council of the Seventies: 
Henry Herriman, Horace S. Eldredge, 
Jacob 8 Abram H. Cannon, Sey- 
mour B. Loung; of the Presiding 
Bishopric: John R. Winder. There 
were also present a large number of 
Presidents of Stakes and other lead- 
ing brethren. 

he choir sang the hymn on page 
46, beginning, 


Our we raise to Thee 


Thanks blessings free 
We here 2 


Openin er by Apostle John 
W. Taylor * 


Singing by the choir: 
— — 
comfort this sweet sentence gi ves. 


Elder F. A. Hammond, President 
of San Juan Stake, was the first 
* He said, in substance: With 
the assistance of the Lord I vill do 
the best I can to comfort the Saints 
and s concerning those thi 
which In look- 
ing at the many ple present 
with 2 Tam sequainiad. Tam re- 
minded of an inquiry e bya 
in relation to the future life" Shall 
we know each other there?’ I am 
assured that we will, and this under- 
standing gives me energy, vigor and 
joy. I rejoice in this work, and do 
not feel discouraged, although it looks 


a little cloudy. But the ship Zion 
has not lost her headway. It has 
never done so. We are meeting with 


opposition, as we expected, and make 
our Auch by inch. Sometimes 
it has n smooth sailing, and then 
the crew were in the most danger, as 
they then became careless. Storms 
develop the energies and ability of all 
hands. I rejoice in the riences 
we have passed through and that we 
are now meeting. The hand of the 
Lord is in it all. It teaches us that if 


—— 
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the Lord is not with us we are in a 


sorry plight, as we have no hope from 
any other source. I have no fear but 
that those who have the light of the 
Lord with them will go through every 
ordeal unscathed. It will be other- 
wise with those who are unfaithful. 
It is my desire to know the mind of 
the Lurd in reference to myself and 
the people to whom I minister. This 
is the privilege of each officer and 
member of the Church. 

Elder Henry Herriman, of the pre- 
siding council of the Seventies, aged 
84, was the next speaker. He said: 
Jam thankful to my heavenly Father 
that He has preserved our bodies in 
health and strength, and has given us 
the privilege of assembling together in 
the Fifty-eighth Conference of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints. Ithank God that I have lived 
to behold this day. I have been in 
the Church fifty-five years, and thanks 
be unto our Eternal Father that He 
has filled my soul with joy and re- 
joicing, and opened the eyes of my 
understanding to understand His pur- 

s, and to dwell here upon the 
earth in the fullness of times. I know 
Py the gift and power of the Holy 

host, and by what my eyes have seen 
and my heart has felt, that God has 
raised up a 1 to lay the founda- 
tions of His Church and kingdom, 
and has revealed the principles of 
eternal life and redemption to pre- 
pare a people for the great day that is 
to come, when Jesus our Redeemer 
will come upon the earth to reign a 
thousand years with the Saints, when 
nothing shall hurt or destroy upon 
the face of the earth, and when His 
kingdom will be built up, and when 
we shall see eye to eye, and the Saints 
become of oné heart and one mind, 
and when all shall behold the eternal 

urposes of God. Now I will say, 

rough the grace of God, if there are 
persons within the sound of my voice 
who do not know that God has spoken 
from the heavens, humble yourselves 
as little children and call upon His 
holy name, and He will pour out His 
Spirit upon you in such a way as 
will be calculated to raise you up and 
fill your souls with truth, and you 
will get the ae of the fullness 


of the everlasting 


of Christ, 
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and you will make your calling and 
election sure. Thanks be unto God 
for His kindness and tender mercies 
unto us. Thanks be unto Him for 
opening the eyes of our understand- 
ing to comprehend, through the mani- 
festations of the Holy Spirit, that 
which has been made manifest unto 
us in years past and all His blessings 
unto us. 

Now, my brethren and sisters, I 
feel in my heart to exhort every per- 
son within the sound of my voice to 
attend upon the Lord Jesus Christ, 
to do His will—to do those things 
which are right and just before Him, 
and they will be built up in listening 
to the still small voice. It will open 
the eyes of their understanding and 
pre them for the things to come 
and which the God of heaven will 
bring upon the face of the earth, un- 
til the earth becomes a place for the 
doing of the will of God as in heaven. 
The Saints are looking forward with 
the eye of faith to obtain the bles- 
sings which Jesus prepared from be- 
fore the foundations of the world for 
all that overcome and endure unto 
the end. When our bodies will be- 
come cleansed and purified, when we 
shall see as we are seen and know as 
we are known, and when we shall be- 
come heirs of God and joint-heirs 
with Jesus Christ, with tabernacles 
incorruptible and immortal, may we 
obtain these blessings is my desire in 
the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Elder Seymour B. Young next ad- 
dressed the congregation. Substan- 
tially he spoke as follows: I desire to 
be inspired to say something bene- 
ficial. We have assembled for the 
purpose of being instructed and to 
treasure up what we hear. When we 
g° hence may we feel that we have 

en blessed. The Gospel consists of 
ordinances, blessings and covenants, 
and embraces good works. Brother 
Hammond stated that his testimony 
had grown brighter by experience in 
the Church. Brother Herriman also 
bore a similar witness. I have known 
these brethren a long time, and re- 
joice to hear them speak as they do. 

he latter is the senior president of 
the Seventies. I have seen him pull 
a handcart in a company with which 
I traveled, he being the president of 


ay 


the company. I have never seen him 
commit a wrong act, and congratulate 
myself at the opportunity of associ- 
* with such men. 

e have gone into the waters of 
baptism to have our sins remitted. 
We did this because we had become 
convinced of our sinfuluess. By this 
act of obedience the debt of the crea- 
ture to the Creator was cancelled. 
We were thus forgiven of all sinful 
acts 7 to that point. Then we de- 
sired the testimony of Jesus, through 
the imposition of hands, through 
which ordinance we received the Holy 
Ghost. The apostles assembled toge- 
ther at Jerusalem, as related in the 
second chapter of the Acts, to be in- 
dued with power, so that the people 
who congregated on the occasion mar- 
veled. Peter preached to them Christ 
and Him crucified, and they were con- 
vinced of the truth of what he said. 
When asked by them what they should 
do, Peter replied that they must re- 
pent, be baptized for the remission of 
sins, and they would receive the Holy 
Ghost. The Scriptures throughout 
declare the necessity of baptism, the 
Savior Himself setting an example by 
rendering obedience to that ordinance. 
Notwithstanding that it is believers 
only who should receive it, it is cus- 
tomary in the world to sprinkle in- 
fants, who are incapable of belief, and 
have no sin of which they could re- 
— aren if they could comprehend 
anything about these things. These 
things are a reversal of the doctrine 
of Christ as taught by Himself. The 
Lord is not the author of confusion, 
but of order. The principles of truth 
are laid down in plainness, and there 
is a proper authority for the adminis- 
tration of the Gospel. 2 

In the ordinances, blessings and 
covenants we have received, the Lord 
has manifested the plan of redemp- 
tion, not only for the living, but also 
the dead who have not had Gospel 

rivileges in this life. The Jews were 
amiliar with this doctrine of preach- 
ing the Gospel to departed spirits, and 
obeying outward ordinances, by proxy, 
in their behalf. Paul exhibited this 
fact when he asked the Corinthians, 
in his argumeut in favor of the resur- 
rection of the dead, Else what shall 
they do that are baptized for the dead, 
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if the dead rise not at all; why then 
are they baptized for the dead!” When 
Christ was crucified and His body lay 
in the tomb, His spirit entered the 
world of spirits, and he preached to 
them, as declared by Peter. This 
glorious phase of the Gospel was re- 
vealed anew through Joseph Smith 
the Po and he, ther with all 
the faithful Elders who have laid their 
bodies down in this dispensation, are 
now engaged in a similar labor among 
the spirits of the dead. They are 
turning the hearts of the fathers to 
the children, as exemplified by the 
conduct, in that regard, of the Latter- 
day Saints, in being turned to the 
fathers. Inspired with that disposi- 
tion, they build temples in which ordi- 
nances in behalf of those who have 
died without the full benefits of the 
Gospel in this life, are administered. 
For the furtherance of this work 
the Lord revealed the law of tithing, 
that houses of worship may be erec 
the poor gathered, fed and clothed, 
and other similar objects attained. 
We should appreciate the privilege of 
complying with this necessary law. 


Continuous revelation is another 
feature ot the Church of Christ. The 
necessity of divine communication 
was as clearly a fact now as it ever 
was in any dispensation or age. It 
was through this principle that Joseph 
Smith, who was raised up for the pur- 

„ was enabled to organize the 
hurch, give the design of temples, 
communicate the nature and character 
of the ordinances of the Gospel, the 
gathering of the Saints, and all other 
principles in which we so greatly re- 
— These things came through 
oseph the prophet, and “no man 
taketh this honor unto himself except 
he be called of God, as was Aaron.” 
Joseph was told by the Lord that he 
should be the instrument in His hands 
of bringing about the divine purposes. 
He fulfilled his glorious mission under 
the most formidable obstacles, and 
finally was martyred, sealing his tes- 
timony with his blood. And he now 


is working in the same great cause of 
redemption. 


I bear testimony that the Gospel of 


Jesus Christ as revealed thro 
Joseph Smith is true, including all 
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the principles enunciated by him, 
without exception. 
Andrew 1. ha ve had 

6 tunity of attending a great 
— — of the Church du- 
ring the last twenty-one years, 
since my first arrival in these moun- 
tains; but this is the first time that I 
have been called upon to 2 in 
any of these Conferences. In rising 
before this la con tion this 
morning, I feel my inability to say 
anything that could edify this con- 

tion unless the Spirit of God 
shall sustain me. 

I need hardly say the call was un- 

d. I find, however, no excuse 
in this, for an Elder in this Church 
ought to be prepared for anything, 
and any kind of surprises, as it were; 
and holding a position in the Priest- 
hood, I consider myself in duty bound 
to respond to any call that is made 
upon me. I feel, this morning, that I 
have a testimony to bear, in connec- 
tion with my brethren who have 
spoken before me. I have rejoiced 
exceedingly not only to-day, but in 
times past, in listening to our grey- 
haired men, who have been for years 
and years in this Church and king- 
dom, and who have proven themselves 
faithful and true to the cause of God 
in the midst of tribulation and per- 
secutions. 

When I see such men as Brother 
Herriman, and others who are present 
with us to-day, and hear their testi- 
monies, it makes my heart rejoice. 
There are so many who have been 
blessed by the Spirit of God with the 
testimony of Jesus Christ, with this 
knowledge, that they know, and can 
bear testimony that Joseph Smith 
was a prophet of the living God. 
look upon this as of great importance 
indeed; and every 


man and every 


woman in the midst of the Latter-day 


Saints should know for a surety that 
this is so. 

We are very numerous at the pre- 
sent time. In reading the history of 
the Church we have reason to be 
thankful to God for all the Stakes of 
Zion that are now organized, when 
we consider the small beginning that 
took place in the year 1830, when the 
Charch was first organized in the little 


village of Fayette, Seneca County, | 
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New York, and that now we havethirty- 
four Stakes of Zion organized in these 
mountain regions. We are numerous 
to-day as a people. We find, how- 
ever, that there are in the midst of 
this multitude of people called Latter- 
day Saints, a great many perhaps that 
do not have the testimony that has 
been borne by our brethren here this 
morning. There are a great many 
young men and women im the midst 
of this people, who up to the present 
time have felt calm and at ease in 
their minds, and have relied upon the 
testimony of their fathers and mothers 
instead of praying for and receiving a 
testimony of the truth of this Gospel 
for themselves. They have done thi 

for years, instead of seeking for the 
voice of inspiration. 

The apostles and prophets have 
borne their testimonies in regard to 
the divine mission of Joseph Smith, 
and have exhorted others to acquire 
a knowledge of this matter for them- 
selves; but they have thought per- 
22 that it was not ne , 

believe and know that we as a 
people are passing through severe and 
trying scenes which are absolutely 
ss to make us stronger in the 
faith, Every man and every woman 
should have a testimony within 
themselves; should seek for the spirit 
of revelation and obtain it direct from 
heaven, and know for themselves that 
the Lord has revealed His mind and 
will to the children of men in these 
the last days; that He has restored 
the fulness of His Gospel and that 
Joseph Smith was His an oye and 
commanded of Him to bring about 
the t plan of salvation. I have 
found in considering the situation we 


I | are in to-day, that we are in the hands 


of God. 

We may look upon the members of 
the different religious sects as being 
sincere and honest in their belief, as 
no doubt thousands and millions of 
them are; but we claim in to 
the Latter-day Saints that it is neces- 
sary for them to-day to know of the 
mission of Joseph Smith, Oliver Cow- 
dery, David Whitmer and others, to 
know whether Joseph Smith was a 
true prophet of God or not, and 
whether or not he did receive the 
manifestations and power of God; to 
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know ff he did see the Father and the 
Son when he went to the woods to 
pray; that he did find the plates in 
the Hill Cumorah or did translate the 
same by the aid of the Urim and 
Thummim. Did he receive the Priest- 
hood through the administration of 
the Apostles Peter, James and John? 
Did Moses confer upon him the keys 
of gathering the Israel of the latter 
days or did Elijah appear to him in the 
Kirtland Temple and reveal to him 
the keys whereby the hearts of the 
fathers were to turned to their 
children, and the hearts of the child- 
ren turned to their fathers? 

It is made necessary for us as a 

le to-day to be dilligent in build- 
ing these temples in these mountain 
regions. I say of these things that 
they are either true or false. If they 
are true, the great majority of the 
children of men have not the truth, 
and if they are not true the Latter- 
day Saints are in a deplorable condi- 
tion to-day. Joseph Smith did not 
come forward as men have done to 
spread his views. 

Joseph Smith claimed nothing but 
what was revealed to him from on 
high. When he made the declaration 
that all were going astray that none 
of the sects of the day were right and 
that the Lord acknowledged none of 
them, he only repeated what was told 
him. It was very presumptuous for 
a boy of his standing in society to 
make such sweeping. declarations as 
these, especially when that boy lived 
in the wilderness of New York. He 
had never crossed the borders of the 
United States, was withal unlearned 
in the things of this world, a mere 
youth, and yet he made the declara- 
tion that all the Christian world had 
gone astray, that none of the sects 
were right, and that he had heard the 
voice of Jehovah; that he received 
his authority from Jesus Christ and 
all that he had to do was to repeat 
what he had heard from Jesus, and 
that is what he did do. 

Now in following the history of 
Joseph Smith to June 27, 1844, when 
his blood was shed in Carthage jail, 
we see that he was a great man. We 
find in him a man that is to be looked 
upon—and should be looked upon by 

living creatures—as above ordinary 


importance. He spoke the truth and 
his testimony is before the world to- 
day. Isee here in this congregation 
to-day that there is no possibility of 
the Latter-day Saints being deceived. 
These grey-haired men we have among 
us testify that there is no possibility 
of us being deceived. They are hon- 
est in heart; for they have lived long 
in the Church and have found joy in 
living up to what the prophet taught 
them. Joseph Smith came forward 
and had to face a scornfal and un- 
believing world—who did not believe 
in apostles, prophets, gifts and the 
blessings of the pel—for, say they, 
these things are all done away with 
and no longer needed. Joseph Smith 
did not profess to be learned—he 
prayed to God and received an answer 
to his rayer, and the Lord blessed 
him and made him the instrument in 
whose hands the Book of Mormon 
came forth. He testifies of its ane 
and that it came from the Lord, an 
we who have come from distant lan 
and from the north country, listen 
to the American Elders who came to 
teach us the word of God, and we be- 
lieved what they taught. We did not 
believe they were impostors. The 
told as to search the Scriptures an 
pray to God for light and iatelligenc 
which we did, and the result was tha 
we believed and knew these things 
were true. Thousands are in posses- 
sion of the truth to-day, who have 
done as God commanded through His 
servants; and they have enjoyed the 
gifts and blessi of the Gospel. 
Now, I say it would be impossible for 
these men whom we have heard to- 
day bear such powerful testimonies to 
be imposed upon these many years; 
it would be impossible for them to be 
deceived, for they would have dis- 
covered this work to be wrong or 
false if it were so. Joseph Smith 
could not have called down angels 
from above, he could not have called 
down the power of the Holy Ghost to 
rest upon a single individual—he 
could not cause the spirit of truth to 
enter the heart of any man or woman 
who came to receive the ordinances 
of baptism from his hands, if he were 
not a phet of the living God. 
Such things cannot be done by an 
impostor. He might tell the three 
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witnesses that he had seen an angel, 
that an angel should come from 
heaven and reveal unto them the 
Book of Mormon; but if it was not 
fulfilled he would have indeed im- 


posed upon them. 

To take the revelations in the Doc- 
trine and Covenants and read them 
and the promises made unto those who 
will obey the teachings therein con- 
tained, it must certainly have been a 
deception if they could not be fulfilled. 
But the witness is before us that they 
are true; for thousands and tens of 
thousands have testified they have 
received the promises made by receiv- 
ing the principles in honest hearts. 


My brethren and sisters, I have a 
testimony to bear to you this mornin 
I have a testimony that Joseph Smit 
was a great prophet of God; that God 
has revealed Himself in these the last 
days, that the priesthood is revealed 
again as it was in ancient times in all 
its purity. And that I have received 
the gifts and blessings of the Gospel, 
and that to get these blessings a per- 
son has but to live up to what has 
been revealed 3 the Prophet 
Joseph Smith and to keep in the path 
of duty. 


May the Lord help us to concen- 
trate our efforts, even in the midst of 
this great storm that is now going 
over this people, that when the sun 
shall shine again upon this people, we 
may look back upon the t with 
gratitude to God. May we be able to 
withstand the surging tide of slander 
and opposition, and may we appreci- 
ate as sons and daughters of Zion the 
merited blessings which are sure to 
follow the examples of noble men and 
women. May we follow in that path 
and keep that testimony burning 
within us which will exalt us in the 
kingdom of God, is my prayer in the 
name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

The choir sang an anthem: 


The Lord will comfort Zion. 


Adjourned till two p.m. 
Benediction by Elder George God- 


Afternoon session, April 5th. 


The hymn on 108 w 
the 
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Not of the word alone, 
But doers of it, too. 


Opening prayer by Counselor Daniel 
iva. 
Singing by the choir: 


Where the voice of sonoma * s heard, 
Sounding like a sweet toned 
Where the holy notes inspire 

desire. 


With devotion’s pure 

Apostle Lorenzo Snow spoke. The 
substance of what he said was as fol- 
lows: I have been pleased with the 
instructions given this morning. We 
have gathered for the purpose of wor- 
shiping God and transacting business 
necessary for the furtherance of the 
cause of truth on the earth. The 
character of the instructions will de- 
pend largely upon the condition of 
our minds. We should dismiss there- 
from our secular business and devote 
our attention to the purpose of this 
Fifty his Church 

ifty-eight years ago this Churc 

was . Fifty-two years of 
that time I have been connected with 
it. When I concluded to identify my- 
self with it, I felt it necessary to as- 
certain its divine character. It is to 
be presumed that every man and wo- 
man views this subject similarly. 
The Gospel gives us this opportunity. 
The person who does not take advan- 
tage of this privilege is not in a safe 
condition. e have passed through 
many trying scenes since this work 
was established. There is no other 
way in which the Saints can make 
spiritual improvement and be prepar- 
ed for an inheritance in the celestial 
kingdom than through tribulation. 
It is the process by which knowledge 
is increased and peace will ultimately 
be established universally. It has 
been said that if all our surroundings 
were and prosperous now we 
would become indifferent. It would 
be a condition that would be all that 
would be desired by a good many 
natures; they would not stretch out 
after the things of eternity. Present 
circumstances are exceedingly disa- 
greeable, and so they have been at 
many times since the work of God 
was established. For some time pre- 
vious to the present crusade matters 
had been for a lengthy period pleasant 


— 
| 
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and It was questionable 
whether we were then making as much 
ay as we are doing surrounded 
y adversity. We have open to us 
opportunities to indicate whether or 
not we are willing to endure any trial 
that any apostle or Saint in any age 
has accepted for the sake of truth. 


Thechannelof revelation is open to us 
as anciently. In the meridian of time, 
while He was in mortality, the Savior 
did many mighty works, yet these did 
not cause the people to recognize His 
identity as the Redeemer. This is ex- 
hibited in the question put by Him to 
Peter, whom He asked who men said 
He was. Peter told Him He was 

en to be a variety of person 

Christ asked Peter who he said He 
was. Thou art the Christ, the son 
of the living God,” was the answer. 
The Savior therefore blessed him and 
gave him the keys of the kingdom 
and promised to build his church on 
the rock of revelation. Peter had 
— to impart the Holy Ghost to 

lievers and that spirit was to com- 
municate to them the things of God. 
Joseph Smith, whose divine mission 
was referred to this morning, by 
speakers, claimed to receive the same 
authority that was conferred upon 
Peter. It was given him under the 
hands of Peter, James and John. 
This power having been revealed and 
conferred upon man, it is the privilege 
of the Latter-day Saints, to under- 
stand, by the Spirit of God, the rea- 
sons why they are required to pass 
through the difficulties by which they 
are beset. In the career of the 
Church the Lord has done for the 
Saints all that He promised. He has 
peta — us through affliction and has 
enlightened us in regard to His own 
nature and our relationship to Him. 
There is no people that has more rea- 
sun to be tful to Him than the 
Latter-day Saints. He has shown us 
that if we are faithful we will asso- 
ciate with each other in an immortal 
and glorious state; that those connec- 
tions formed here, that are of the most 
enduring character, shall exist in 
eternity. As we keep the command- 
ments of God new things that give us 
knowledge and joy are unfolded to 
our view. 
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Among our trials are temptations J 


by which we are enabled to show how 
much we value our religion. You are 
familiar with the experience of Job in 
that respect. He was given a know- 
ledge of the resurrection, and of the 

eemer,and he knew that 
he should die, yet should he, in the 
latter days, see his Redeemer on the 
earth. The temptations to which he 
was subjected showed that he valued 
these heavenly considerations above 
everything e The Latter-day 
Saints have gone further than our 
sectarian friends profess to have done. 
We have met with men who claimed 
to have authority from God, who have 
informed us if we believed, were bap- 
tized by immersion for the remission 
of sins and received the laying on of 
hands for the pees of the Holy 
Ghost we should know of the truth of 
the doctrine. We have accepted these 
doctrines, and having found a divinity 
in them, we are thus enabled to with- 
stand trials when they come upon us. 
We have received a knowle of 
these things, and we have a right to 
testify concerning them. No one can 
consistently deny that we possess this 
witness unless he places himself under 
the conditions by which we claim to 
have obtained it. 

The Prophet Joel predicted that the 
Spirit of God would in the latter 
times, be poured out upon all flesh. 
One of the effects of the spirit is 
a spiritual faith, then there are other 
gifts, of a miraculous character, which 
are, according to my knowledge, dis- 
tributed among the Latter-day Saints. 
There are thousands of people who 
can testify that the predictions of the 
Elders made to them to the effect 
that if they would be obedient to 
the principles called Mormonism,” 
they should obtain a knowledge of its 
divine origin. This is the reason wh 
they have gathered. We have a testi- 
mony concerning Christ, that He is 
coming to the earth to reign. We 
testify concerning these things, and 
for them we are willing to go to prison 
and endure all manner of abuse, con- 
tumely and reproach. Because God 
is our Friend we donot fear. We 
may have to continue to be subjected 
to many conditions that are disagree- 
able. By them we are enabled to 
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thow the Is that we love the 
things of better that the things 
of the world. ; 

I remember very distinctly, in Kirt- 
land, forty-one years ago, perhaps, 
that there was a spirit of speculation. 
It came moving from the world and 
finally reached the Latter-day Saints. 
Some of them began speculating; 
they forgot their religion, they forgot 
the principles that had been revealed 
to them, and many of them fell into 
the spirit of the times and were car- 
ried away with speculating. Difficu- 
ties r and strife—and the 
Lord, being displeased with them, 
brotght destruction into their midst 
and they were broken to pieces as a 
settlement. But we do not wish that 
such things should transpire again. 
The Latter-day 
too far along in wisdom and intelli- 
gence to fall into snares of this char- 
acter. It does not pay. It will pay 
no man to turn his back upon these 
glorious principles and those thin 
which have been received from the 
eternal worlds—to turn our backs up- 
on these things and mix up and de- 
vote ourselves to the beggarly things 
of the world. It will not pay us. 
What ever temptation may come upon 
us or to which we are now exposed, 
we should listen to the history of the 
past and not allow ourselves to be 
overcome, or we will much regret it. 

Every man has got to learn to stend 
upon his own knowledge; he cannot 
depend upon his neighbor; every man 
must be independent; he must depend 
upon his for himself entirely. It 
depends upon himself to see if he will 
stem the tide of trouble and overcome 
the —— that are strewn in 
the pathway of life to prevent bis pro- 
ge. A man can get information by 

e operations of the Holy Spirit, and 
he approaches to God, and increases in 
his faith in rtion as he is dili- 
Foot _ Every trial a man goes through, 

f he is faithful in that trial and does 
honor to God and the religion he bas 
espoused, at the end of that trial or 
affliction that individual is nearer to 
God, nearer in regard to the increase 
of faith, wisdom, knowledge and 
power, and hence is more confident in 
calling upon the Lord for those thin 
he desired, I have known individu 


Saints ought to be | th 
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who have at. the 
passing through certain ordeals, w 
after they were through the — 
tion, have said they could approach 
the Lord in more confidence and ask 
for such blessings as they desired. 

What will be the end of these 
troubles which now hang around us 
We do not pretend to say. Neither 
is it a matter of very deep interest to 
any of us. But what is of particular 
interest in regard to these things is 
that we be careful and do right our- 
selves, and not be overcome by the 
weak mag: but be humble before 
God and follow His promptings 
There was very many who apostatized 
fifty-one years ago in Kirtland, when 
the same kind of difficulties as are 
now upon us were among the people 

en. There were many to whom the 
Lord had revealed * and 
them in many ways; but they could 
not withstand the temptations of the 
world. They went to work and 
increased their wealth in a way that 
God was not pleased with. They 
gras at every opportunity to get 
wealth in a way that was displeasin 
to the Almighty. Hence some o 
them apostatized in consequence of 
their indulging in that spirit. i 
to make these statements for the 
benefit of the Latter-day Saints. 
Listen to the whisperings of the Holy 
Spirit, that when such things are 
brought before us to tempt us we may 
have power to lay them aside. 

We have every reason to rejoice and 
to be full of Joy and satisfaction, not- 
withstanding the difficulties that sur- 
round us. And how far have we ad- 
vanced, how much knowledge have 
we obtained and how much more are 
we able to bear now than one, two or 
five years ago, and are we able to 
stand more now than a few years ago} 
The Lord has — us and 
increased us in our growth. Like the 
infant, when it grows up it knows not 
how it received gradual strength and 
the manner in which it increased in 
stature. It is larger this year than 


last. So in rd to our spiritual 
advancement. e feel stronger to- 
day than we did a year ago. And 


this Church stands firmer now at this 
Fifty-eighth Annual Conference than 
fifty-eight years ago, when it was or- 


* 


ganized with six members. There are 
men who have a very extensive know- 
ledge of God and would suffer almost 
any kind of éfot 
their backs upon the principles God 
has revealed, We are increasing in 
wisdom ae a body. We can suffer 
now a great deal more than we could 
several years ago. Then we could 
not exercise the patience in the midst 
of our persecutions that we can to-day. 
There is no ple upon the face of 
the earth who can exercise the pati- 
ence, and bear the evils of the world, 
as we have done. It is marvelous 
that the people, thousands and thou- 
sands of them, can stand difficult 
and trials and suffering in so m 
patience, We turn not and revile not 
our enemies. It is because the Spirit 
of God has increased within our midst 
as a people. And those who have 
persecuted us have done so because 
of their ignorance. If they could see 
as God does, they never would think 
of persecuting us as they do. Had 
the Jews known Jesus when He was 
in their midst and known what He 
was willing to suffer from them, they 
never would have done what they did. 
Neither would our enemies do as they 
have and are still doing if they knew 
what we are willing to suffer for them. 
But they do it because Satan has 
power over them. It is not because 
of their natural disposition to afflict 
their brethren and sisters. For we 
are all the offspring of the same God. 
And these, our persecut are the 
children of God. The evil one may 
have such power over them that they 
cannot receive the truth, and we can- 
not do for them the good we 
would like to do. But im years to 
come we will go into the Temples and 
administer in ordinances through 
which they may there have an oppor- 
tunity, after they have suffered for 
their evils on earth, of receiving these 
Gospel truths, which God has so clear- 
ly made known unto us. This is what 
we expect to do to our enemies. 
Perhaps I have said enough this 
afternoon. 
God bless the Latter-day Saints, 
and may we have the Spirit of the 
rd and exercise patience and long- 
suffering. May we have a glorious 


Conference, that it may be said, as it 


Before turning A 


$8) 


alwaye has that the last Confer- 
ones is always the best. This is my 
prayer, in the mame of Jesus Christ, 


men. 
Elder Jacob Gates was the next 
— He said: I am glad to have 
e privilege of meeting with the 
Saints in Conference. The Church 
was organized fifty-eight years ago 
with six members. It was one of the 
most important events in the history 
of the earth. It was destined to re- 
volutionize the world, and prepare the 
way for the coming of Christ and the 
introduction of that righteousness 
that will N the Millennium. I 
am thankful to have the — of 
living in such a momentous age. Not- 
withstanding the difficulties we have 
to encounter, this people will triumph 
over all their enemies, who will yet 
regret their course tuward this people, 
who have sacrificed their comfort for 
the welfare of humanity. Although 
we have been buffeted and persecuted 
we have in the face of it all incteased 
in strength. But we are hardly half- 
grown, yet in our immature condition 
we appear to be feared by those who 
wish our destruction. They are afraid 
we will become strong and numerous 
and overturn their false systems, 
which 4. = 
upon this people in the shape of per- 
secution has been for their i 
Every possible effort has been made 
to induce us to become like the rest 
of the world, but we cannot afford to 
do that. This is the work of God. 
He prepared the platform upon which 
we should stand, and we propose to 
stand by it. What is that platform? 
To do the works of righteousness and 
show to the world that we are just 
what we profess to be. This course 
will lead us up to all that the heart 
can wish, for eye hath not seen nor 
ear heard that which is in store for 
the faithful. Such will receive, ac- 
curding to the promise, “all that the 
Father hath.” I have never in all my 
experience in this Church—almost 
fifty-five years—seen a better time 
than the present. The situation was 
predicted by the Prophet Joseph and 
the harder it blows the quicker it will 
be over. If. we are persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake, blessed are we, 


but if otherwise, we get only what we 


LATTERDAY GAINTH STAR. 


282 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MIULENNIAL STAR. 


deserve. We are called to be Latter- | fess that Jesus is the Christ. 
day —— nothin — The anthem: 

course upward and on wa 
and we should never yield a single O be joyful in the Lord, 

point until victory is won. We never | was — by the choir. 

will let up in our labors until every | Benediction by President Angus M. 
knee shall bow and every tongue con- Cannon. 


[ro BE CONTINUED. |] 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial Papers.) 


The Church suits were to come up before the Supreme Court of the Terri- 
tory on the 7th of April. . 


The Salt Lake City sexton’s mortuary report, for the month of March, 
shows that there were 39 deaths; 18 males, 21 females. 24 were over twenty 


years of age. 

The Post Office at Manti was robbed on the night of March 29th. The 
burglar got away with about $250 in cash and three registered packages. No 
clue to the robbers as yet. 

The Provo Inquirer says: At present there is only one family having scar- 
latina in our city. There bas not been a case of diphtheria since the spring of 
1885, nor a case of typhoid fever for about two years.” 


The Temple grounds, at Logan, are becoming more beautiful yearly. This 
year attention is being given to the west side of the Temple block. Some 
terraces are being built and walled by rock which will greatly improve the 
appearance of the grounds. AF 

A petition to split up the blocks in the business parts of Salt Lake City 

by running an eighty feet street through them from north to south, and 
by alleys running the transverse way, has been submitted to the city 
council, The petition was signed by 260 citizens. 
On the 3rd of April, another step was taken in the case of M. M. Sheets, who 
refused to testify in the suits against the Church. After waiting till Mr. 
Sheets was taken to prison, Messrs. Sheeks & Rawlins, his attorneys, prepared 
an application for a writ of habeas corpus, which Mr. Sheeks presented to the 
Territorial Supreme Court. The application of the writ is based upon the 
supposition that the order of the Court was and is without authority of law 
in this, that the act of Congress pretending to give the said court jurisdiction, 
to hear and determine the matters involved and being litigated, is unconstitu- 
tional and void, and that the said court has no authority in law to-compel the 
petitioner to give testimony in said cause. As was anticipated, the court 
promptly refused the application, and the bond on appeal to the United 
States Supreme Court was fixed and given. The matter will be brought 
up as early as possible and will bring squarely before the highest tribunal 
in the land the question of the constitutionality of the act which autho- 
rizes the prosecution against the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saint, by the government, and the seizure of Church property. . 


* 
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MONDAY, APRIL 30, 1888. 


— —— — 


A WORD OF COUNSEL TO THE EMIGRATING SAINTS. 
—0 


Tun departure of the small company of Saints per Guion S. S. Wisconsin, on 
the 28th of April, reminds us that the season’s emigration to Zion has com- 
menced, and we take occasion to offer the Saints who anticipate going 
there during this season a few words of caution and counsel relative to this 
feature of the great latter-day work. 

The Saints will do well to keep in constant remembrance the principal 
objects of their going to the gathering place which God has appointed, as by 
that means they will avoid falling into many very grave errors. An exami- 
nation of the prophecies of the Jewish Scriptures relating to this subject 
will show very clearly what those objects are. Isaiah says: 

And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the Lord’s 
house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted 
above the hills; and all nations s flow unto it. And many E sball 
50 and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the 

ouse of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will 
walk in bis paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the 
Lord from Jerusalem (Isaiah ii, 2, 3). 

It will be observed that according to this prophet the object of the Lord in 
establishing His house in the tops of the mountains, in the last days, and 
gathering all nations unto it, is not to give them palaces to live in, or broad 
acres to cultivate, or the cattle on a thousand hills, or treasures of gold and 
silver, costly raiment—the wealth of this world which perishes with the 
using, and which too often cankers the soul that possesses it, and chokes up 
the avenues that lead to that which is noblest and best in man’s nature—it is 
not so much to give the Saints this kind of wealth as it is to teach them the 
ways of the Lord, that they may walk in His paths. To this also agrees the 
testimony of Jeremiah. That prophet, speaking of the time when the Lord 
would stretch forth His hand to gather His people for the last time, says: 


I will take you one of a city and two of a family, and I will bring you to 


Zion: and I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which feed 
you toit knowledge and understanding (Jeremiah iii, 14, 15). 

This, then, is the object for which the Saints are to gather to Zion, that 
they may be taught of God; that they may be instructed by pastors appointed 
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of God who shall feed them with knowledge and understanding. But not- 
withstanding this fact is plainly taught the Saints by the Elders, how many 
who go to Zion remove their eyes from this primary object for which they 
leave Babylon and gather with the Saints, and fix their hearts upon the 
things of this world until they are wholly absorbed in the pursuit of them! 
Such a course is bound to end in spiritual disaster, if not in total shipwreck 
of faith. Do not misunderstand us. We believe it is the good pleasure of 
our Father in heaven to give to His people the blessings of éarth as well as 
those of heaven; but they are required to seek first the kingdom of heaven 
and its righteousness, and then comes the promise that all things else shall be 
added to them. Necessarily very much of our time is occupied in laboring 
for the bread which perisheth for ourselves and those who have claims upon 
us for food and raiment and homes; and it is our duty, to the extent of our 
ability, to make them comfortable and happy, and in this we are discharging 
an important duty, not only to our families, but to God who has committed 
them to our keeping and protection. But while engaged in that duty the 
Saints must not become so absorbed in the pursuit of the things of this world 
that they neglect the more weighty matters for which God is bringing His 
people together from the four winds of heaven. Whatever wealth it may be 
the good fortune of the emigrating Saints to secure, should be looked upon 
as a means of contributing to the attainment of the higher and nobler purposes 
for which they have been gathered out from the world. They should rejoice 
in it, but not so much because it brings ease and comfort to them and theirs, 
as that it increases their ability to assist in building up the kingdom of God, 
to which all other things should become of secondary importance. 

The Saints should be thoughtful enough to understand that these are very 
trying times in Zion. By reason of the passage of infamous laws, and a still 
more tyrannical enforcement of those laws, which, if obeyed as interpret ad 
by the courts, would compel men to be untrue to the sacred covenants made 
with their families, and make them recreant to every true sentiment of man- 
hood,—very many of the trusted leaders of the Saints—men-to whom they 
looked for counsel and direction as the oracles of God—are either imprisoned 
or forced into exile. And you may depend upon it, they are missed; their 
absence affects the communities wherein they labored; and to none will their 
enforced exile be more of a misfortune than to the Saints who arrive in Zion 
from abroad. 

The absence of these leaders is taken advantage of by wicked and unscru- 
pulous men—who to every good work and the faith of the Gospel have be- 
come reprobate—to sow seeds of distrust in the priesthood of God, and un- 
belief in the Gospel; and they seek to poison the minds of all with whom 
they come in contact, against the truths of heaven. These are they who 
speak evil of those things which they know not; raging waves of the sea are 
they, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars to whom is reserved 
the blackness of darkness forever. We pray you be on your guard against 
the influence of these characters, for it savoreth not of the things of God. 
Remember, too, that Satan sometimes appeareth as an angel of light, to de- 
ceive his intended victims; and so these men who are his ministers, will 


come to you under the guise of friendship, professing sympathy for you in 
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your perplexities, and will thus insiduously assail your faith. But bear in 
mind the old saying, that all that glitters is not gold; so all that promises 
fair is not to be trusted. Best. safety lies in fear when approached by such 
characters; for they are playing the part so often enacted by their master, 
seeking to win you with honest trifles, that they may damn you in deepest 
consequences. We pray you be on your guard. 

You may set it down as a rule by which you will do well to be guided, that 
the Presidents of Stakes, Bishops of Wards, and other Church authorities 
with whom you will have to deal, and who are sustained by the Saints in the 
repective Stakes or Wards where they reside, can be trusted; and though 
men of like passions to yourselves, and with their full share of the weak- 
nesses that flesh is heir to, you may trust them, and by seeking and following 
their counsels you will be greatly benefited, and will never go far ina wrong 
direction. 

Another thing which will add very materially to your perplexities, and 
sorely try you, is the fact that many of you will not be able to find employ- 
ment in the same line of business that you have followed in these lands. 
Utah is a new country. Only forty years ago it was a desolate wilderness, 
uninhabited save by the guant wolf, and a few degraded savages, and was a 
thousand miles from the frontiers of civilization. The Saints who pioneered 
the way to those mountain valleys had been so often plundered of their 
earthly goods by cruel mobs, led on by so-called Christian priests, that they 
had nothing but their bare hands with which to begin their struggle for ex- 
istence; and the Saints who have been gathered from these lands, though rich 
in faith, have generally been poor as to the wealth of this world. Under 
these circumstances it is easy to understand how it is that no more progress 
has been made in establishing manufactories and other industries which 
would furnish employment for the Saints now gathering to the body of the 
Church. But let not this prospect of a change in employment or business 
discourage you. Keep uppermost in your mind the fact that in gathering to 
Zion you are obeying the commandments of God; and inasmuch as all you 
do is with an eye single to His glory, you have a claim upon His blessing and 
guidance. You need not fear to trust Him. He is not so despicably mean 
as to desert those who put their trust in Him, and who try to carry out His 
purposes. You may lean upon Him without fear that in the hour of trial He 
will prove a reed that will bend or break under you. As those never sought 
in vain who sought the Lord aright, so those who with unwavering faith have 
put their trust in God, have never found Him fail them in the crisis of their 
experiences. It is not one of His characteristics to bring to the hour of birth, 
and then fail to deliver. He will prove a present help in every time of need. 

In urging you to exercise unbounded trust in God, don’t understand us to 
mean that you are to sit down supinely and wait for ‘‘ something to turn up.” 
You might just as well go and sit on a chance rock in a pasture, with a pail 
between your legs, and expect a strange, wild cow to back up to you to be 
milked. You must go out and turn something up yourselves, or make an 
effort at it, and be willing to aceept any employment that you are physically 
able to perform. Meantime, if something more agreeable to your taste, 
‘more suitable:to your capacity shall come along, you can take hold of +. 


286 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


But pending the coming of that which will place you in desirable circum- 
stances, be patient, be humble, and above all murmur not, neither look back to 
the flesh pots of Egypt, as ancient Israel did, and bring yourselves under con- 
demnation before God. Forget not the saying that he who putteth his hand 
to the plow and then looketh back, is not fit for the kingdom of heaven. 

Bear in mind, too, that Zion is not wholly purified. The entire separation 
of the wheat and tares has not yet taken place; but the tares are growing 
with the wheat. In other words, you will find some in Zion, perhaps many, 
who bear the name of Saints, who are not worthy the name or a standing in 
the Church. Do not for that reason condemn all the Saints, or rush to the 
conclusion that the Gospel is not true. Neither regard this class of people as 
the fruits of the Gospel. They are not. Their state of unrighteousness is 
the result of not obeying the teachings of the Gospel, and should be a warn- 
ing to you to follow their example not at all. Keep constantly before you 
the testimonies which have brought to you a knowledge of the truthfulness 
of the Gospel, and seek to augment them by faithfully keeping the com- 
mandments of the Lord, then will the gathering place of the Saints be a Zion 
of God in very deed unto you. Your children will grow up under the power 
and influence of the pure Gospel of the Son of God, as taught by the inspired 
prophets and apostles in our day; and they will rise up and call you blessed, 
and their gratitude for the blessings you have placed within their reach by 
gathering with the Saints, will more than repay you for whatever of toil or 
labor or sacrifice you may have undergone in order to fufill this requirement 
of heaven. | 

Finally, brethren, to paraphrase the language of an ancient apostle, 
beware of dogs, beware of evil workers; . . . but whatsoever things 
are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatso- 
ever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever is of good re- 
port; if there be any virtue, if there be any praise, think on these things. 
And with true and holy faith in God, move steadily forward to the mark of 
your high calling in Christ Jesus. Fear nothing but to be unjust and to do 
wrong. The Lord has stretched forth His hand to establish Zion, and no 
power this side of the celestial worlds can turn it back. The decree has gone 
forth, and it will not return void to Him who uttered it. Zion will arise and 
shine and become the glory of the whole earth, and kings shall come to the 
brightness of her rising. In that day happy shall they be accounted—yea, 
thrice happy—who had the honor to assist in the smallest degree in bringing 
to pass a work at once so glorious in itself, and so burdened with blessings 
for all mankind. R. 


The special donations for Manti Temple may now be discontinued, as that 
grand structure is nearly completed. Donations to the regular Temple Fund 
will be received, as usual, by the Conference Presidents. 


ARRIVALS AND APPOINTMENTs.—Elders E. L. Sloan, Edward Cottrell, and 
John Hayes, arrived in Liverpool on Thursday, April 26th, per S.S. City of 
_ Rome, in good health, on a mission to Great Britain. They are assigned as 
follows: Elder E. L. Sloan is appointed to labor in the Irish Mission; E. A. 
Oottrell in the London Conference, and J. Hayes in the Glasgow Conference. 
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FACTS AND EVENTS. 
— 


In 1878 there were 8.15 miles of railway open for traffic in British India. This total 
has now been increased to about 14,156 miles, while some 2,221 more are in course of 
construction. 

Between April 16th and Ast, over 14,000 emigrants sailed from Liverpool for the 
United States and Canada. Of that number about 3,000 left the Landing-stage on 
Saturday 21st. 

CuBa is in a very disturbed state. Bandits are rampant, kidnapping is common; out- 
side the large cities it is quite unsafe to travel, and even in Havana open acts of brigand- 
age are committed, and people are being murdered in the streets. 

THERE are more than 10,000 homeopathic practitioners in the United States, and there 
are 14 colleges for educating students in homesopathy. The homcopaths set forth their 
views in 143 societies and 20 journals, and give their services to the publie at 51 hospitals 
and 48 dispensaries. 

An American writer says that, if the entire living population of the globe—1,400,000,000 
—were divided into families of five persons each, all those families could be located in 
Texas, each family having a house-lot of half an acre, and then have more than 70,000,000 
of family lots untaken. 


In this century the population of London has increased fourfold and its area about 
fifteenfold. Every year some 70,000 fresh souls are added to the population by immigra- 
tion or birth. Every ten years there is added to London by immigration alone the popu- 
lation of a city as large as Lisbon or Bristol; and by immigration and birth together 
there is added a population as large as that of St. Petersburg or Vienna. 

Or six hundred tornadoes of which record has been made in the United States, not more 
than seventy-five were east of the Allegheny mountains. The warm air tempestuously 
driven from the Gulf of Mexico up the Mississippi Valley is caught by the polar winds 
and driven in gyratory tornadoes across the prairies. The Appalachian range serves 
those on the Atlantic slope as a barrier against the storms of that sort. 

A BILL has been prepared for presentation to the Lower House of the Prussian Diet 
authorising the raising of a loan of 34,000,000 marks for purposes connected with the 
recent inundations. Of this sum 20,000,000 marks are to be devoted to assisting indi- 
viduals and communities, 8,000,000 marks to the reconstruction of the dykes and of the 
river banks, and 6,000,000 marks to the restoration of the railways which have been 
destroyed, and for other works which may be deemed necessary. 

THE agrarian riots in Roumania continue to afford ground for great anxiety. The ex- 
prefect of Jalomitza, who said to the peasants that they could take as much land from 
the landlords as they pleased, has been arrested, and troops have been sent to about 
thirty villages where murder, robbery, incendiarism, and outrages of all sorts are pre- 
valent, The movement still spreads, however, almost beyond the powers of the Govern- 
ment to deal with it, the peasants having one cry, that the money which the Tzar and 
Prince Cuza bequeathed should be given to them. 

Prope do not generally understand that the skin shares in the function of respiration, 
and that if this is interfered with death is apt to ensue, though this is due not so much to 
asphyxia as to some form of blood-poisoning caused by the constituents of the perspira- 
tion being reabsorbed into the bleod. A striking illustration of the necessity of leaving 
the skin open to some extent to the action of air is afforded by the fact that a child who 
was coated with gum and then covered with gold-leaf, to represent a cherub at the coron- 
ation of Pope Leo X., died a few hours after the operation. A similar fate nearly befell 
Gustave Dore in the days of his youth, when a passing caprice made him go to a fancy 
ball as Un Monsieur Dore; but as in his case the gilding was only partial, he survived, 
though he did not escape a sharp illness. 


